
RESOLUTION NUMBER 156 

HONORING JOYCE M. BENTON 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce Marie Benton was born on December 26, 1945, to the late Mr. William Benton and Mrs. 

Snow Anna Jones in Brinkley, Arkansas. She was the oldest daughter of seven siblings and enjoyed being their 

sister. She enjoyed growing up in the South and making family trips most summers for years back to Arkansas; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce confessed her hope in Christ at the age of 12 at Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Brinkley, under 

the leadership of Pastor J.L. Davis, and she worked faithfully in various capacities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce’s senior year in high school, she was voted most outstanding in her class, as she 

participated in many activities. She was also a member of the White Rose Club and a singing group that 

sometimes sang on Sundays at the local KBRI radio station. In 1964, Joyce graduated in the top three of her 

class from Marian Anderson High School in Brinkley. She attended Arkansas A&M and the University of 

Arkansas at Pine Bluff College (UAPB) on an academic scholarship; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce later graduated from Harris-Stowe State College with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Elementary Education with an emphasis in Psychology. She remained an honor student throughout her college 

years. She was selected to Who’s Who Among Students in American Colleges and Universities and was the 

first recipient of the Professional Businesswomen Scholarship at this institution. Later, she returned there to 

teach a higher education course; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1989, Joyce received the Pi Lambda Theta National Honor Society Award for her Excellence in 

Education. She had a passion for teaching and nurturing. Her hobbies included church activities, planting 

flowers, helping others, learning new things, doing puzzles, and watching the Wheel of Fortune; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce was employed as a teacher in the St. Louis public school system. She worked in the field of 

education for over 35 years and retired in 2000. She was also employed earlier at Joe Robinson’s Drugstore on 

Page Avenue. She was an Avon representative and received many accolades as a top seller for many years. She 

enjoyed interacting with her clients and sometimes giving Avon gifts to family and friends; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce united with Greater Fairfax Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor Haymond 

Fortenberry, which was across the street from an earlier home that was a safe haven where she nurtured and fed 

many who stopped by. She later united with Jerusalem Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor Joseph 

Morgan and later under the leadership of Pastor J.B. Garris; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joyce was a loving and caring mother of five children and two grandchildren. Joyce was very 

active in church and the community for many years. Joyce was in the choir, and she was an usher, tutor, 

vacation Bible school teacher, Dean of Education, Sunday School teacher, Sunday School superintendent, 

president of Antioch District Ushers and Health Auxiliary, and a member of the mothers’ board. She also served 

as director of YMCA in south St. Louis, as a block captain member, for the 4800 block of Carter in the Penrose 

Neighborhood and as a representative of Local 420 Union; and 

 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, November 30, 2022 Joyce transitioned to the hereafter. Joyce was preceded in 

death by her parents Mr. William Benton and Mrs. SnowAnna Jones, by her precious daughter, Zipporah Betina 

Rice; her brothers, Excel Benton, William Benton, and John Moody; and sister, Dorothy Arnott; and  

 

WHEREAS, Joyce, leaves to cherish her memory: daughter, Rhoda M. Rice; sons, Sardius Rice, El John 

Benton, and Milton Benton; brothers, Curtis Flennaugh and Ray; sisters, Electa Branch of Arkansas, Ladoris 

Porter of Arkansas, Glenda Jones of Tennessee, and Minerva (Willie) McMiller of Missouri; grandchildren, 



Kyre Benton and Zipporah R. Rice; godchildren, Camille Shelton, Wakita Gibbs, and Kevin Wells; and a host 

of nieces, nephews, cousins, church family, and friends. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of this Honorable Board of Aldermen join the 

sponsor of this resolution in expressing their deepest sympathy to the family of Mrs. Joyce Marie Benton upon 

her passing and take time from conducting the business of the Board of Aldermen for a moment of silence in 

respect for Joyce Benton’s passing. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of this Honorable Board of Aldermen be instructed to prepare a 

properly inscribed copy of this resolution to be present to the family of Ms. Joyce Marie Benton at a time and 

place deemed appropriate by the sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 13th day of January, 2023 by: 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward 

 

Adopted this 13th  day of January, 2023 as attested by: 

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Megan Green    

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 


